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From	the	President	
	

August	2017	
	

Recently,	Dr.	Scott	Glysson,	former	Artistic	Director	of	our	
Chorale,	spoke	to	an	orchestra	and	chorus	(partially	made	
up	of	Masterworks	members),	just	prior	to	a	performance	
of	the	Mozart	Requiem	in	Sofia,	Bulgaria.	He	compared	
our	performance	to	the	work	of	a	graphic	artist	as	each	
performance	of	any	ensemble	is	an	original	work,	one-of-
a-kind,	if	you	will.	No	two	performances	are	ever	alike.	
The	energy	and	emotions	of	orchestra	and	chorus	
members,	the	audience	and	the	venue,	the	conductor’s	
second	by	second	decisions,	all	play	a	part	in	this	unique	
production.		Certainly,	that	evening’s	performance	in	Sofia	
was	unique:	during	the	Agnus	Dei	movement,	the	concert	
hall	suddenly	lost	all	electrical	power.	In	utter	darkness,	
without	even	emergency	lighting,	both	orchestra	and	
chorus	completed	the	eight-measure	phrase	perfectly	
before	coming	to	a	halt.	Four	minutes	later,	when	
electricity	returned,	Scott	announced	that	we	would	start	
the	movement	again.	A	unique	concert	indeed,	and	a	
uniquely	human	work	of	art.	
	
	

							 	

Over	the	past	year	we’ve	completed	many	individual	works	of	art.	Our	Fall	and	Spring	concert	programs,	each	
performed	twice	under	Jonathan	Kim’s	direction,	were	special.		The	venues	provided	unique	challenges;	with	
Jonathan’s	ability	to	evoke	excellence	from	orchestra	and	chorale	alike,	however,	the	performances	were	
truly	special.		
	
	
We	now	begin	a	new	season,	our	68th,	with	a	clean	canvas.	Dr.	Yoojin	Muhn,	our	incoming	Artistic	Director,	is	
mixing	a	palette	of	new	colors	for	our	Fall	program;	“Songs	of	Poetry	and	Love“	will	feature	her	
interpretations	of	a	wide	variety	of	pieces	and	composers.	Some	of	her	pigments	will	be	quite	brilliant,	her	
techniques	new,	the	designs	distinct,	even	abstract.	We	look	forward	with	each	rehearsal	to	another	unique	
creation.	As	before,	we’ll	have	fun,	work	hard,	make	new	friends,	and	sing	in	a	new	venue.	
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President’s	message		
cont.	

New	Friends!	
	
We’ve	been	provided	a	wonderful	opportunity	this	Fall	to	introduce	
Masterworks	to	a	substantial	new	audience.	After	the	program	
selection	team	at	SaddleBrooke	Two	heard	our	concerts	on	YouTube	
and	Facebook,	we	were	invited	to	contract	for	a	single	performance	
at	their	beautiful	Desert	View	Performing	Arts	Center.	This	will	take	
place	on	the	evening	of	November	11th.	SaddleBrooke	Two	will	be	
responsible	for	advertising	and	ticket	sales	for	this	event.		
	
	On	the	afternoon	of	Sunday,	November	19th,	we’ll	be	performing	the	same	concert	at	Catalina	United	
Methodist	Church	in	Tucson;	we	are	proud	to	partner	in	this	effort	with	DIRECT.	Founded	in	1980,	Tucson’s	
DIRECT	is	a	private,	nonprofit	community-based	organization	operated	by	and	for	people	with	disabilities.	The	
organization	is	part	of	a	network	of	over	730	Centers	for	Independent	Living	(CIL)	throughout	the	United	
States	that	advocate	for	disability	rights	and	justice;	empower	people	with	disabilities	to	achieve	independent	
living	goals;	and	promote	principles	of	consumer	control,	informed	choice,	and	community	integration.	During	
the	past	year,	DIRECT	introduced	a	new	counseling	program	for	people	with	disabilities.	DIRECT	is	the	first	CIL	
in	the	country	to	provide	this	service.	Recognizing	the	importance	of	this	much-needed	program,	the	Board	of	
Directors	of	the	Tucson	Masterworks	Chorale	has	agreed	to	donate	a	major	portion	of	the	proceeds	from	the	
fall	concert	for	DIRECT’s	new	counseling	program.	Furthermore,	this	pushes	forward	the	Chorale’s	mission	of	
community	engagement	and	service.	
	
YOU	are	involved!	
	
With	connections	like	these,	your	Board	of	Directors	continues	to	build	the	frame	for	our	works	of	art.	With	
your	help,	we	are	crafting	for	TMC	a	structure	for	long	term	financial	stability,	to	provide	you	and	our	
professional	staff	with	the	tools	to	make	each	rehearsal	and	performance	a	great	experience	for	you	and	for	
our	audience.	Take	notice	of	that	phrase:	“With	your	help….”	More	and	more,	the	Board	is	going	to	ask	for	
your	assistance	in	many	of	the	day	to	day	activities	and	specific	committee	projects.	Along	with	your	voice,	
you	each	have	strengths	and	talents	which	can	assist	your	community	chorus.	Most	tasks	have	a	limited	or	
short	duration,	but	some	need	longer	attention.	You’ll	have	the	opportunity	to	look	for	committee	
assignments	during	registration	and	the	next	two	or	three	rehearsals.	We’ve	found	that	it’s	nearly	impossible	
for	the	Board	of	Directors	to	stay	focused	on	long	range	goals	and	target	issues	if	they	have	to	think	about	
where	the	paper	plates	are	for	our	refreshments	or	pot-luck	luncheons.	When	we	share	with	you	the	list	of	
opportunities	(okay…	they’re	really	jobs),	I’m	sure	you’ll	find	one	or	two	with	which,	for	a	season,	you’ll	give	
some	help.		
	
Last,	it’s	important	that	we,	as	an	organization,	occasionally	take	a	good	look	at	who	we	are,	who	we	serve,	
and	what	our	long-term	goals	might	be.	While	we	don’t	need	to	re-invent	ourselves	every	five	years,	we	do	
need	to	make	sure	that	we’re	meeting	the	needs	of	our	members	and	our	region.	As	such,	your	ideas	and	
your	concerns	are	always	welcome.	Thank	you	for	your	input	over	the	past	year.	Thank	you	for	all	of	your	
help.	Thank	you	for	the	colors	of	your	individual	voices.	We’ll	continue	to	make	great	art	in	the	future.	
	
John Merrill 
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From	the	Artistic	Director	
	

	

Dear	TMC,	
	
It	is	my	great	honor	and	a	privilege	to	serve	as	your	new	Artistic	
Director	and	I	am	very	excited	to	begin	making	beautiful	music	
with	you	for	the	2017-2018	season.	
	
Our	2017	fall	concert,	titled	“Songs	of	Poetry	and	Love”,	promises	
to	be	an	entrancing	exploration	of	varied	expressions	of	love	and	
poetry	in	stunning	choral	music.	The	first	half	will	feature	beloved	
choral	love	songs	such	as	Brahms’	Neue	Liebeslieder-Walzer	
(“New	Love-Song	Waltzes”),	op.	65,	paired	with	Eric	Whitacre’s	
Five	Hebrew	Love	Songs	with	a	solo	violinist.	Composed	between	
1869	and	1874,	the	Neue	Liebeslieder	Waltzes	has	been	one	of	
Brahms’	most	popular	and	most	frequently	performed	works	
(along	with	his	Liebeslieder-Walzer	op.	52).	In	this	selection,	the	
audience	will	enjoy	the	various	musical	settings	not	only	sung	by	
the	chorale,	but	also	by	soloists,	along	with	duets	performed	by	
two	pianists.	In	contrast,	Whitacre’s	Five	Hebrew	Love	Songs	
(1996),	accompanied	by	violin	soloist,	will	guide	the	audience	
through	the	beautiful	harmony.		
	

The	second	half	of	the	concert	will	open	with	Randall	Thompson’s	
Frostiana	(1959),	an	exquisite	setting	of	seven	of	Robert	Frost’s	
poems,	including	“The	Road	Not	Taken,”	“The	Pasture,”	“Come	In,”	
“The	Telephone,”	“A	Girl’s	Garden,”	“Stopping	by	Woods	on	a	Snowy	
Evening,”	and	“Choose	Something	like	a	Star.”	The	beautiful	poems	
are	well	depicted	in	Thompson’s	work;	Frost	himself	was	delighted	by	
the	premiere	concert,	enthusing	that	“It	was	splendid,	I	didn’t	think	
he	(Thompson)	could	do	it.	It	was	very	difficult	to	bring	poetry	to	
music.”		The	concert	will	close	with	English	composers’	works,	such	
as	Harold	Darke’s	In	the	Bleak	Midwinter	(1911),	which	sets	to	music	
Christina	Rossetti’s	poem	of	1872,	and	John	Rutter’s	What	Sweeter	
Music	(1988),	a	choral	setting	for	a	carol	composed	by	Robert	Herrick	
for	Charles	I	in	1648.	
	
I	am	very	anxious	to	meet	all	of	you	and	look	forward	to	an	exciting	
upcoming	2017-2018	season!	
	
Sincerely,	
Yoojin	Muhn	
	

Brahms,	
circa	1872	
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Registration Is Back! 
	
This is the queue we do! To make registration as expeditious an experience as 
possible, this is how our process works:  

v Start	your	in-person	registration	journey	at	Station	One:	fill	out	the	information	form,	find	
out	about	TMC,	gather	details	about	the	season!	

v In-person	registration	now	accepts	credit	card	payment,	as	well	as	cash	and	check!		And	no	
more	separate	payments	for	music	and	dues!	Go	to	Station	Two!	But	make	sure	you	have	
your	payment	ready	to	go;	do	not	clog	the	queue!	

v All	materials	will	be	assembled	in	one	packet,	ready	for	pick-up	at	Station	Three!	Grab	it	
and	dash!	

v Registration	will	Only	Be	Done	at	the	first	two	rehearsals:	no	lingering	mess	and	fuss!	

v Online	registration	is	up	and	running,	if	you	hate	lines!	Click	here!	(and	relax…)	

	

	

	

“How eagerly I 
drank in your 

wonderful creations, 
like the most 

exquisite nectar of 
flowers, and how 

they revived me …”  
	

Letter from Clara 
Schumann to Johannes 

Brahms,  
February 1874 

	

Edgar	Degas,	
Dinner	at	the	Ball	(1879)	



	 	 					Tucson	Masterworks	Chorale	News	5	
		

				
	

	

CHORALE MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES  
 
1. REGULAR ATTENDANCE AT REHEARSALS 
 
Regular rehearsal attendance is the single most important element in producing a fine 
performance. Three excused absences are allowed. Additional absences must be discussed 
with your section leader. The Director will determine whether you are adequately prepared to 
sing in the performance(s). 
 
2. PUNCTUALITY FOR REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES 
 
Be in your seat and ready to sing a few minutes before the listed starting time.  Notify your 
section leader if you anticipate being late. 
 
3. MANDATORY ATTENDANCE AT DRESS REHEARSAL(S) 
 
Dress rehearsals are essential for polishing the chorale's performance and for working out 
performance logistics, including learning how the performance space sounds and feels, 
knowing how to enter and exit the performance space correctly, and knowing your proper 
position relative to the conductor, other chorale members, soloists, and instrumentalists.  
 
4. REGULAR PRACTICE AT HOME 
 
Practice at home, on a regular basis, is fundamental to learning the music properly; practice 
aids are provided to chorale members for this purpose. Consult your section leader if you have 
questions. 
 
5. SECTIONAL REHEARSALS 
 
Sectional rehearsals may be required, at the Music Director's discretion. Participation by all 
members of the designated section is essential for establishing blend and balance among 
individual singers and for assuring that difficult passages in the music are properly learned by all 
members of the section. 
	

“Choral music is not one of life’s 
frills. It’s something that goes to 
the very heart of our humanity, 
our sense of community, and our 
souls. … That’s a lesson for our 
times and for all time. I 
profoundly believe that.” 
  
John Rutter  
The Importance of Choir (2015) 
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TMC	Administration	
	
Artistic	Director	
Yoojin	Muhn	
	
Accompanist	
Russell	Ronnebaum	
	
Board	of	Directors	
President:	John	Merrill	
Vice	President:	Phil	Johnson	
Secretary:	Alison	Futrell	
Treasurer:	John	Frazier	
Member:	Shirin	Antia	
Member:	Fred	Brinker	
Member:	Yekatherina	Bruner	
Member:	Anne	Cotten	
Member:	Neil	Jacobsen	
Member:	Wendy	Reed	
Member:	Linda	Shaw	
	
Tucson	Masterworks	Chorale	
P.O.	Box	41885	
Tucson,	AZ		85717	
520-625-8305	
	
TucsonMasterworksChorale.org	
info@TucsonMasterworksChorale.org	
http://eepurl.com/btpcXj	to	join	our	email	list	
	
Calendar	
	
Mon.	8/21	First	Rehearsal!	Come	early	for	
easy	registration!	
Sat.	9/16	Opening	potluck/rehearsal	at	Grace	
St	Paul’s,	10-12		
Mon.	11/6	Dress	rehearsal	for	SaddleBrooke	
concert,	Desert	View	Performing	Center,	7-
9:15	pm	
Sat.	11/11	Concert	at	Desert	View	Performing	
Center,	SaddleBrooke	Two,	7:30	pm	
Wed.	11/15	Dress	rehearsal	for	Catalina	UMC	
Concert,	7-9:15	pm	
Sun.	11/19	Concert	at	Catalina	United	
Methodist	Church,	3	pm	
Mon.	11/20	Wrap	party!	7	pm	
Mon.	1/8/17	First	rehearsal	for	Spring	season!	
			

Supporting Our Mission 

The Tucson Masterworks Chorale, founded in 
1949, is one of southern Arizona’s oldest 
independent arts organizations.  Our purpose is 
to perform the great choral works, pre-
Classical to modern, making such music 
available to singers and audiences from all 
walks of life, aiming to promote education and 
technical development in music and to serve 
the Tucson cultural community in so doing. We 
are a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, 
governed by a volunteer Board of Directors. 
We are supported primarily by the generosity 
of members and friends, whose donations are 
tax deductible. Won’t you join us?  
 
Supporters may sign up for our email list, to get 
the latest news and information about TMC. 
Gifting may also be done online via our 
website, by clicking on the Donations and 
Tickets tab. If you prefer, you may mail your 
check to Tucson Masterworks Chorale at the 
address given above.  
 
Advertising in our concert program is another 
means of supporting TMC, one that likewise 
sustains and connects other stakeholders in our 
community. Ads regularly reach between 350 
and 900 attendees per concert! For more 
information, send an email to 
ads@tucsonmasterworkschoral.org   
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Annual Meeting Minutes 
Alison Futrell 

The	meeting	was	held	on	April	24,	2017,	and	
was	convened	shortly	after	7	pm.	
	
PRESIDENT’S	REPORT	
John	Merrill	offered	an	overview	of	the	year’s	
activities.	He	pointed	out	that	our	unexpected	
problem	with	scheduling	and	venues	in	the	fall	
offered	an	opportunity	to	forge	new	
connections	with	Catalina	High	School.	He	
pointed	to	particularly	notable	efforts	by	the	
board,	such	as	Eileen’s	work	to	provide	granular	
tracking	for	the	financial	resources	of	TMC	as	
well	as	our	progress	in	budgeting	and	in	
development.	He	reflected	on	the	sad	losses	of	
friends	and	members	of	the	choir	this	past	year,	
losses	memorialized	with	generous	gifts	to	the	
endowment,	now	set	on	a	sturdier	base.	He	
recognized	as	well	Yeka’s	contributions	to	
raising	the	visibility	of	TMC,	especially	her	work	
with	Arizona	Public	Media	and	her	initiative	in	
producing	more	professional	audio	and	video	
documentation	of	TMC	concerts	and	rehearsals,	
to	build	our	presence	on	YouTube	and	other	
social	media.	Reaching	new	audiences	can	be	a	
challenge,	with	traditional	news	outlets	turning	
away	from	tracking	local	arts	organizations.	John	
also	mentioned	that	TMC	has	been	contacted	by	
SaddleBrooke	community	and	by	Green	Valley	
Presbyterian	Church,	both	interested	in	
partnering	with	us	for	performances	next	year.	
He	thanked	the	members	for	their	support	and	
for	participating	in	the	recent	survey.	
	
TREASURER’S	REPORT	
Eileen	had	some	information	about	concert	
income	for	spring;	we	had	more	than	$10,000	
from	receipts,	with	ticket	sales	by	members	
greatly	surpassing	online	and	sales	at	the	door.	
We’re	hoping	to	break	even,	despite	the	
expense	of	the	large	orchestra.	The	membership	
recognized	Eileen’s	service	with	a	round	of	
applause.	

BY-LAW	CHANGE	
The	membership	approved,	unanimously,	the	motion	
to	add	a	finance	committee	to	TMC’s	governance	
structure.	
	
ARTISTIC	DIRECTOR’S	REPORT	
Jonathan	thanked	TMC	for	the	patience	and	support	
that	made	it	possible	to	have	a	successful	season.	He	
notes	that	he	had	not	anticipated	the	kinds	of	
difficulty	that	the	fall	program	would	present,	but	
was	pleased	with	the	outcome;	this	season,	the	
program	was	a	bit	shorter	and	allowed	the	flexibility	
to	make	additions	and	to	include	Russ’	concerto,	as	
well	as	work	more	with	the	orchestra	to	elevate	the	
performance.	He	congratulated	us	on	that	
achievement.	He	offered	some	ideas	about	the	
coming	year’s	program.	
	
ELECTION	
John	recognized	the	departing	members	of	the	
Board:	Eileen	Lamse	as	Treasurer	and	Barbara	
Morehouse	as	Past	President.	The	members	joined	
him	in	demonstrations	of	gratitude.	Phil	Johnson,	
head	of	the	Nominating	Committee,	presented	the		
new	slate	of	candidates:	absentee	Fred	Brinker	
(tenor),	Wendy	Reed	(soprano)	and	Linda	Shaw	
(alto).	It	was	moved	and	seconded	that	the	Secretary	
cast	a	single	ballot	to	approve	the	slate;	the	motion	
passed	unanimously.	
	
COMMENTS	
Members	aired	some	responses	and	comments.	Yeka	
reminded	us	all	to	use	our	social	networks	to	forward	
the	reach	of	TMC.	Share!	Especially	the	YouTube	
material.	Joan	indicated	her	intent	to	reach	out	to	
assisted	living	groups	to	promote	TMC	performances,	
but	asked	that	the	Board	release	specifics	further	in	
advance,	to	accommodate	the	planning	habits	of	
many	activity	directors.	There	was	some	discussion	of	
CDs	and	releases.	
	
The	meeting	adjourned	and	feasting	ensued!	


